
Future Parish Council Meetings 

Agendas and minutes of meetings are available from the Clerk, on the 
website and on your notice boards. All meetings begin at 7pm. The Chair-

man, Colin Barr, is available from 6.30pm before each meeting for a 
‘surgery session’.  

Your Councillors 
West Ward (Colton, Oxen Park, Spark Bridge E., Ickenthwaite & Nibthwaite): 
Colin Barr (Chairman) 01229 861408   John Milburn 01229 885626           

VACANCY 
Central Ward  (Bouth & Rusland) 
Ken Dean  01229 861435    John Watson  01229 861450   VACANCY 
East Ward   (Lakeside & Finsthwaite) 
Vanessa Champion 015395 31132 (Vice-chair)       
David Hoyle 01229 860390    Walter Oates 015395 30397  
Clerk:  Karen Birch, 3, Home Farm Cottages,  Grizedale,  Ambleside.  
LA22 0QN.   T: 01229 860115  E: coltonpc@btinternet.com  
W: www.coltonparishcouncil.org.uk  

Cumbria County Councillor (High Furness Ward):  David Fletcher 01 229 
860234 
S. Lakeland District Cllr (Hawkshead Ward):  David Fletcher 01229 
860234 

8th May 2017 Parish Open Meeting and 
Annual Parish Council Meeting Bouth Village Hall (tbc) 

5th Jun 2017 Parish Council Meeting Rusland R. Room (tbc) 

17th Jul 2017 Parish Council Meeting Bouth Village Hall (tbc) 

 27th Mar 2017 Parish Council Meeting Finsthwaite Village Hall 

NEWS IN BRIEF & REMINDERS   

Remember to use the HIGHWAYS HOTLINE:  0300 303 2992 to re-
port road surface defects (potholes etc.). You can also use email:  
highways@cumbria.gov.uk or report online to the County website: 
www.cumbria.gov.uk and go via ’Roads and Travel’ to the 'Report a Fault' 
page. The more people report, the more likely that something will be done!  

LENGTHSMAN: To ask for Archie,  our Lengthsman,  to attend (for 
drains, strimming etc.) , contact Colin Barr on 01229 861408 or the Clerk, 
Karen Birch, on 01229 860115 email coltonpc@btinternet.com. You can see 
details of his hard work on our website, under the Highways link. 

FIRST RESPONDERS: The Parish Council makes donations to support 
service charities each year and this year £150 has been sent to the 
Hawkshead First Responder Trust. A speaker from the First Responders 
will be giving a brief overview at our March meeting. Come and join us!  

 
 
 
 
 
         

www.coltonparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
NEW PARISH COUNCIL CLERK 

We are delighted to welcome Karen Birch as our new 
Parish Council Clerk. Karen takes over from Mandy 
Lane, who decided to pass on the baton after 9 years 
working for the Council. Karen moved to Grizedale 
with her family after 13 years living on the North 
Devon coast. She has previously lived in various parts 
of the Lake District, moving around with her work. 
She grew up in Staffordshire and went to Wolver-
hampton University where she obtained a first-class 
honours degree in Hospitality and Licensed Retail 

Management. Karen has twin girls who attend Hawskhead Esthwaite Pri-
mary School, where Karen is a school Governor and helps with PTA fund-
raising and activities for pupils. When time allows Karen enjoys cycling, 
walking and kayaking.  

VACANCY FOR COUNCILLORS: West and Central Wards 

Two of our Councillors: Katherine Patterson in West Ward, and Natalie 
Bibby in Central Ward have reluctantly decided they must leave the 
Council due to family reasons. This of course leaves vacancies open in 
West Ward (covering Nibthwaite, Spark Bridge (east), Ickenthwaite, 
Colton and Oxen Park) and Central Ward (Bouth and Rusland). Please con-
tact the Clerk (see back page) if you are interested. A parish councillor 
must be 18 or over, a British subject or a citizen of a member state of 
the EU and be (a) an elector of the parish; or (b) a person who, over the 
whole of the last 12 months, has been owner or tenant of land or premis-
es in the ward or has lived in the ward (or within 3 miles of it) or has had 
his/her principal place of work in the ward. 

RURAL CRIME INITIATIVE: Community Meetings in March 
Colton and Satterthwaite Parish Councils, Cumbria Police, South Lakes 
Deer Management Group, The Deer Initiative, The Forestry Commission, 
Graythwaite Estate and locals have joined forces to tackle rural crime in 
our parishes, including deer poaching, illegal off-road driving and rural 
theft. The increase in organised criminals profiting from rural crime has 



led to a heightened sense of vulnerability in our communities; poachers 
may be armed and are very intimidating. There is concern about the cru-
elty associated with poaching, injury to wildlife and farm animals, and 
damage to habitats, farmland and private property. Katherine Patterson, 
resident and member of initiative’s steering group says, “change will 
come through the commitment and involvement of these groups together 
with local communities in a positive partnership to tackle rural crime.”  

The two Parish Councils have successfully secured around £8000 from 
the Police and Crime Commissioner’s ‘Community Fund’ to support this ru-
ral crime initiative. Details of active measures are necessarily confiden-
tial but a proportion of the money will be used to raise the profile of 
problems in the area and to encourage residents to help. 

There will be two public meetings to talk about the initiative, rural crime 
and what you can do to get involved. Please join us (light buffet included): 

• 8th March 6:00pm at The White Hart, Bouth 

• 15th March 6:00pm at The Eagles Head, Satterthwaite 

RUSLAND HORIZONS UPDATE 

The Rusland Horizons Landscape 
Partnership scheme is in full swing with 
staff, volunteers and apprentices working 
together on the 15 different projects 
that comprise the programme. These 
cover ‘Heritage Skills’ (e.g. coppicing, 
hedge-laying, walling), ‘Hidden 
Heritage’  (archaeology, oral and mapped 
history), ‘Woodlands & Wildlife’ (habitat 

mapping and improvement, wildlife conservation), and ‘Out and 
About’  (rights of way improvements, greenwood trails, events and 
schools activities). Six apprentices are currently working within the 
‘Heritage Skills: Valley Futures’ project which provides the practical 
training and support towards gaining a level 2 work-based diploma in Envi-
ronmental Conservation from Newton Rigg College. Recruitment for four 
further apprentices will open in April, to begin work in September. Keep 
an eye out for posters and information on the Rusland Horizons website. 

The history of our local landscape is fascinating and has drawn in lots of 
volunteers who are surveying and excavating ancient sites (e.g. Cunsey 
Forge), studying old maps and archives for historic fieldnames, or work-
ing with local film-maker, Tim Fleming, to record memories of people who 
have a long association with the landscape. 

We are now looking for volunteers to get involved with woodland archae-
ology surveys, film-making, children’s activities and event-support.  
There’s a lot going on, so for the latest information on events and volun-
teer opportunities, visit the website (www.ruslandhorizons.org) and sign 
up for the e-newsletter.                  

DARK SKIES:  PROTECT THE NIGHT... 

We are lucky to live in an area with relatively low 
light pollution so that we can still enjoy the stars 
on a clear night. But light pollution is increasing and 
it was a concern raised in our canvas of local opin-
ion for the Colton Community Plan.  Apart from af-
fecting our own enjoyment, light pollution is having 
a serious detrimental impact on wildlife, including 
migratory birds, bats and insects (which in turn af-
fects the food-chain). There seems to be an in-
creasing tendency to install high impact security 
lights, sometimes left on all night (and even, 
strangely, all day... ). These have such strong beams that in addition to 
the issues mentioned above, they can affect neighbours’ well-being (e.g. 
sleep patterns) and can dazzle traffic. 

We are asking you please to consider whether you can instead use low-
impact (and low energy!) lighting, lighting with movement sensors, and 
turn outside lighting off when you go to bed for the night. Thank you—
let’s keep our parish rural!  

GULLY GOSH! 

Somewhat unexpectedly, the Parish Council has been asked to help with a 
County Council scheme to locate all the gullies at the side of our 50 miles 
of roads. This is so that they can quickly be identified when a problem is 
reported and to ensure that they are regularly monitored by the High-
ways Department. To date, they have locations for about half of them 
but our best estimate is that there may be up to 2,000 of these in total 
and so mapping all of them will not be easy.  

Luckily, technology is coming to our aid and Archie, our Lengthsman, will 
carry a piece of kit that will enable GPS coordinates to be recorded for 
each one he comes across in his work; these will then be passed to High-
ways via Karen, our clerk. Our predecessors would never have had to con-
cern themselves with such complications but they would probably have 
known the whereabouts of all the drains and gullies anyway!     
 


